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CHAP, counsel is necessarily confined to a partial and limited
^, ^:. _, view; it is framed upon the case which is laid before
Mr. BUS- him . an(j if j were allowed to frame my own case, and
speech. the power now assumed were given to a mere opinion of
counsel, I would undertake to usurp the possession of
any estate in England, and to lay the character of any
individual prostrate in the dirt. When the vote for
printing the Hyderabad papers was passed near a year
ago, I applied to the Court of Directors that I might be
allowed to have access to them for the purpose of vin-
dicating my own character. There could no longer be
any pretext for concealment. The publication had been
ordered, and some of the papers were actually in the
printer's hands. I thought that if my request were not
granted, from bare justice at least, it should be granted
out of consideration to an old servant. If that request
had been granted, I should have transmitted my vindi-
cation to the Court of Directors, and it would have been
printed by them along with the other papers. In that
case I should have been spared much that I have since
been called upon to do, and I should not have been
required on the present occasion to trouble the Court
with the various details into which I am now about to
enter. I have. Sir, read and examined the papers with
as much diligence and attention as any member of this
Court, and certainly with advantages of local knowledge
and experience which nobody but myself can possess.
The Company's counsel has said that the charges alleged
against the house of William Palmer and Company cannot
be proved. Now, Sir, I will undertake to disprove them
on the evidence of the papers printed by the Court of
Directors; and I stand here prepared to vindicate the
transactions with which my name has been mixed up